	 

	 

	7th and 8th Grade English
Students develop skills in listening and speaking through:
· participating in discussions or debates in which they attempt to resolve a problem or issue. 

· reading aloud original composition drafts and/or journals to share ideas, build confidence, and clarify personal concepts. 

· reading aloud original poems, essays, and stories to share and explore immediate impressions        and/or reactions. 

· presenting and explaining project work. 

· listening to oral readings and/or commercial recordings and responding orally or in writing. 

Students develop skills in interpreting literature through:
· reading poetry, plays, novels, essays and short stories. 

· studying the story elements and literary devices used by authors to convey meanings. 

· reading to define and clarify values. 

· reading for pleasure. 

Students develop skills in composition and writing through:
· composing, revising, and editing their own work. 

· using word processing software. 

· writing in groups for the purpose of attaining feedback on one’s ideas and on the structure of the composition. 

· practicing the following writing modes: 
letters, poems, personal and persuasive essays, first- and third-person narratives, book and movie reviews, short stories, dialogues, journals, and pieces for contests and student publications. 

Students develop vocabulary skills by studying: 
· word breakdown and word families. 

· word context. 

· synonyms and antonyms. 

· connotation and denotation. 

· word relationships and analogies. 


	The New York State Standards

	All English curricula, in every grade, is based on the New York State Standards for English Language Arts, set forth by the Board of Regents. Beginning in January 2006, the New York State English Language Arts Assessment (ELA) will be administered to all students in the sixth, seventh, and eighth grades yearly.  This test evaluates each student’s proficiency in each of the four standards listed below:  

Standard 1: Language for Information and Understanding
Students will listen, speak, read, and write for information and understanding.  As listeners and readers, students will collect data, facts and ideas; discover relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and use knowledge generated from oral written, and electronically produced texts.  As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written languages that follow the accepted conventions of the English language to acquire, interpret, apply, and transmit information.
Standard 2: Language for Literary Response and Expression
Students will read and listen to oral, written, and electronically produced texts and performances from American and world literature; relate texts and performances to their own lives; and develop an understanding of the diverse social, historical, and cultural dimensions and texts and performances represent.  As speakers and writers, students will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language for self-expression and artistic creations.
Standard 3: Language for Critical Analysis and Evaluation
Students will listen speak, read and write for critical analysis and evaluation.  As listeners and readers, students will analyze experiences, ideas, information, and issues presented by others using a variety of established criteria.  As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to present, from a variety of perspectives, their opinions and judgments on experiences, ideas, information, and issues.
Standard 4: Language for Social Interaction
Students will listen, speak, read, and write for social interaction.  Students will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language for effective social communication with a wide variety of people.  As readers and listeners, they will use the social communications of others to enrich their understanding of people and their views.


 

	Placement Criteria

	Placement decisions are made by the reading/language arts or English teacher in collaboration with the members of the interdisciplinary team and with the approval of the English chairperson.  
In order to be placed in honors 7th grade English, the following criteria must be met:
· The student is currently in honors-level 6th grade reading/language arts class and is achieving a minimum cumulative average of 85 in reading/ language arts each marking period (i.e., each quarter) and in social studies each marking period.
   or 

· The student is not in an honors-level 6th grade reading/language arts class, but: 

· is earning 92 or higher in reading/ language arts each marking period (each quarter) and in social studies each marking period. 

· has a recommendation from both his/her reading/language arts and social studies teachers. 

· demonstrates strong writing skills and has earned a 90 or higher on the final assessment in reading/language arts. 

· has earned a level 3 or 4 on the 6th grade ELA assessment. 
In order to be placed in honors 8th grade English, the following criteria must be met:
· The student is currently in honors-level 7th grade English and is earning a minimum average of 85 each marking period (i.e., each quarter).
or 

· The student is not in a 7th grade honors English class, but: 
· is earning 92 or higher in English each marking period (i.e., each quarter) and in social studies each marking period. 

· has a recommendation from both his/her English and social studies teachers. 

· demonstrates strong writing skills and has earned a 90 or higher on the final assessment in English.
has earned a level 3 or 4 on the 7th grade ELA assessment. 


	     Reading/language Arts and English Department Grading Policy

	Reading/language arts and English teachers subscribe to the following breakdown for the computation of quarterly grades:


	1st, 2nd and 3rd marking periods
                  4th marking period


Tests/Quizzes                                              40%
(on literature, vocabulary, spelling, grammar, usage, etc.)

Written and oral expression                       40%
(essays, compositions, research papers, oral presentations, speeches, etc.)

Preparedness and class work                     20%
(homework, notebooks, writer's notebook, journals, listening, class participation, etc.)

                                                       
                                                       TOTAL:  100%
                                                  
          
Tests/Quizzes                               25%
(on literature, vocabulary, spelling, grammar, usage, etc.)

Written and oral expression         25%     (essays, compositions, research papers, oral presentations, speeches, etc.)

Preparedness and class work       25%            
(homework, notebooks, writer's notebook, journals, listening, class participation, etc.)

Final Assessment                           25%
                                            
                                               TOTAL:  100%


	RELATED POLICIES

	· Missed homework and class work that is not made up will impact the preparedness and class work grade. 

· Missed quizzes and tests that are not made up will seriously impact the test and quiz grade. 
 


